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SUBJECT: MALAYSIAN LAW MINISTER ON TERRITORIAL ASSYLUM AND REFUGGEES 

REF: A. STATE 178281. B. STATE 174502, (NOTAL), C. KUALA 
LUMPUR 3736, D. KUALA LUMPUR 3331 (NOTAL), E. KUALA 
LIUMPUR 2960 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY. MALAYSIAN LAW MINISTER DEFENDS SOVEREIGN RIGHT 
OF STATE TO DECIDE WHETHER TO GRANT OR REFUSE TERRITORIAL 
ASYLUM. NEVERTHELESS HE INDICATES MALAYSIA IS 
INCLINED AS A GESTURE OF INTERNATIONAL GOODWILL 
TO SIGN AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON 
TERRITORIAL ASYLUM. ISSUE IS IMPORTANT TO GOM 

WHICH IS CONCERNED BY CONTINUED ARRIVAL OF VIETNAMESE REGFUGEES. 

IN OUR VIEW GOM LIKELY BECOME LESS RESOONSIVE TO 
ACCEPTING REFUGEES ON 'TEMPORARY 1 ' 

BASIS IF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DOES NOT ACT 

WITH VIGOR TO ACCEPT VIETNAMESE 

REFUGEES FOR PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT ELSEWHERE. 
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END SUMMARY. 
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2. JULY 18ISSUE OF "NEW STRAITS TIMES" (NST) CARRIED 

ARTICLE ON RECENT KUALA LUMPUR SESSION OF AFRO- ASIAN LEGAL 

CONSULTATIVE COMMITEE (AALCC) WHICH INCLUDES REFERENCE TO REMARKS 

BY MALAYSIAN LAW MINISTER TAN SRI ABDUL KADIR 

BIN YUSOF ON TERRITORIAL ASYLUM AND 

REFUGEES DURING A POST MEETING INTERVIEW. ACCORDING 

TO THIS PARAPHARASED ACCOUNT, TAN SRI KADIR HELD THAT GRANTING 

OR REFUSAL OF TERRITORIAL ASYLUM MUST BE LEFT TO THE 

DISCRETION OF THE STATE CONCERNED 

AS A SOVEREIGN RIGHT AFFECTING THE NATIONAL 

SECURITY AND ECONOMY (SEE REFTEL C FOR HIS 

PREVIOUS REMARKS ON SUBJECT). HE CITED THE LACK OF A 

STANDARD CONVENTION OR RULES ON TERRITORIAL ASYLUM BUT NOTED 

THAT THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSION FOR REFUGEES HAS 

PREPARED A DRAFT CONVENTION 

OF THIS THAT WOULD BE SENT TO ALL UN 

MEMBER STATES FOR COMMENTS PRIOR TO A PLENIPOTENTIARY 
CONFERENCE DUE TO BE HELD IN JANUARY, 

1977. 

3. TAN SRI KADIR REPORTEDLY SAID THAT MALAYSIA 
GRANTED ASYLUM TO ALIENS (POLITICAL AND REFUGEE-SIC) 

ON THE MERITS OF EACH INDIVIDUAL CASE, 

AND WAS QUOTED AS ADVOCATING THAT 

"THE CONVENTION SHOULD IN NO WAY LIMIT THE SOVEREIGNTY OF STATES 
AND IMPOSE INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS ON THEM TO GRANT ASYLUM 
TO ALIENS IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER IT IS IN THE INTEREST 
OF SUCH STATES". NONTHELESS HE ADDED THAT MALAYSIA INTENDED TO SIGN 
THE CONVENTION IN ORDER TO 

GAIN GOODWILL AND FRIENDSHIP OF OTHER NATIONS, NST REPORTED. 

4. COMMENT: GOM, ALTOUGH TO DATE ALLOWING BOATS BEARING 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES TO LAND FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS ON OSTENSIBLY 
"TEMPORARY" BASIS, NEVERTHELESS REMAINS QUESY ABOUT CONTINUING 
ARRIVALS OF REFUGEES TO ITS SHORES AND ESPECIALLY 

POSSIBILITY OF ANY RENEWED LARGE SCALE EXODUS FROM VIETNAM, AND 
THUS WANTS TO RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR REFUSE ASYLUM AS IT 
COHSES. IN OUR VIEW, WILLINGNESS OF GOM TO CONTINUE TO LET 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES LAND OR BE PUT ASHORE FROM MERCHANT VESSELS 
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THAT PICK THEM UP ON HIGH SEAS (AS IN "GREEN BAY" CASE-REFTEL D) 

DEPENDS ON ABILITY OF THIRD COUNTRIES ACCEPT REFUGEES FOR PERMANENT 
RESETTLEMENT, AND ON HOW EXPEDITIOUSLY THIS MOVEMENT IS 
ACCOMPLISHED. (ADMINISTRATIVELY, REFUGEE MATTERS ARE HANDLED BY 
NATONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND SECURITY COUNCILS OF STATES IN 
WHICH REFUGEES ARE LOCATED, AND HENCE DIVERT ATTENTION AND MANPOWER 
FROM WHAT GOM PERCEIVEWS AS MORE IMPORTANT INTERNAL SECURITY 
PRIORITIES). 
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